years as a fitting reminder of this great physician and teacher. The career of Dr (later Sir William) Whitla is fully documented elsewhere I and it should only be stated here that he was one of the "Olympians" of the Belfast General Hospital 2 and a benefactor also of the Queen's University, the Ulster Medical Society and Methodist College Belfast. Immediately below the window is a tablet to James Girdwood which was also transferred here from the Belfast General Hospital. (Fig. 3) The tablet reads "This memorial is erected by the late Mr Girdwood's numerous friends who have deeply mourned his removal from their midst, to record their high estimation of him as a citizen and his sterling worth as a friend. Also to testify their admiration for his indefatigable energy and invaluable services on behalf of this Institution for a period of eighteen years". He was born on 23 owned a carpet, damask and wallpaper warehouse at 44 High Street, Belfast. 2,3 He must have been well organised to be able to leave his business to run itself in 1854, when he was only 31, and devote himself to the unpaid task of Hospital Treasurer. Again and again it was said that the hospital's growing prosperity was due to his farseeing and shrewd handling ofthe finances. James Girdwood was married, with a family, and died on 14 September 1873, being buried in Knockbreda Parish graveyard. A bust by S F Lynn, ARHA and C B Birch was completed in 1876 and erected in the Board Room of the General Hospital and under it was the inscription "So long as the Hospital exists his name will never cease to be associated with it". It is now in the King Edward Building.
In turning to the named corridor wards, one must admit that the headings above them are somewhat cryptic and deserve to be better understood. Even the doctors and nurses who pass under the bronze plaques would admit to total ignorance of the people commemorated and this is only a little helped by the additional marble tablets in the wards themselves. It must be stressed that the sum represented by a named ward was considerable -a minimum of £10,000 in 1900 or about £250,000 in modern terms. On the other hand, the less prosperous could name a bed for £500 and most donations to the Hospital came from church collections, Saturday street collections and gifts from all the workpeople of Belfast -sums like 3/6d from the carpenters in the Belfast Ropeworks or £4. 5 June 1828 the whole mill caught fire and was burnt to the ground. As a result of this the family decided to make a new start and switched from cotton to linen. They thus came in a little after John Barbour of Hilden and from the outset employed steam power for spinning and weaving of linen, which was then building up its world trade. Thomas and both sons were on the committee of the hospital from the 1 820s and the sons were made Life Governors. 41 Andrew, the elder of the two (1792-1866), built up the business into the York Street Flax Spinning Company which combined spinning and weaving of linen.
It grew from 8,000 spindles in 1830 to 25 The Ulster Medical Journal to school in Edinburgh and was determined, in spite of parental pressure, to be an engineer. As a result he was apprenticed to Robert Stephenson & Company of Newcastle-on-Tyne and, as well as working on the design of railway engines became involved in lifeboats and the design of iron ships. Thence he moved to Clydebank as a journeyman shipbuilder, then to Newcastle again and in 1854 at the age of 23 he was appointed manager of Robert Hickson's shipyard in Belfast. When Edward arrived he strove to raise standards and to push for harder work and, in spite of financial difficulties and strikes from disgruntled workmen, he built up the firm. In 1857 he took on Gustav Wolff from a Hamburg jewish family and in the following year they took over Hickson's old yard on Queen's Island as a going concern. In January 1860 Edward Harland married Rosa Wann, a Belfast girl related to the Gallaher family, and from then on we may say that he was firmly settled here. The Ulster Medical Journal born in Carrickfergus in 1832, was a student in the Belfast General Hospital and graduated MD in Glasgow. 59 He joined the army in 1854 and served as a regimental medical officer in the Crimea, being promoted Staff Surgeon in 1865 with the rank of surgeon-major (equivalent to Lieut Colonel). He made a will in 1873 by which he bequeathed money to the hospital and the legacy which became available in 1879 "to be expended as the Board saw fit," amounted to £2,975, the largest bequest received in the 19th century. 60 Allan Bryson died on the steamship "Indus" on his passage home from India aged only 48, and was buried at sea though he is commemorated in the old graveyard in Kilroot. It so happened that at that time the Board was anxious to move the laundry from the space under the fever wards of the General Hospital and when a new laundry had been built with some of this money (£782) the hospital was able to take twice as many fever patients and genuinely isolate them in a building of their own. CONCLUSION I have stressed that the people of Belfast felt a real need for the General Hospital, the Royal Hospital and the Royal Victoria Hospital and a loyalty to them. The support for four wards came from shipping and shipbuilding, for three wards from linen, for one from property, for six from other businesses, for three from various organisations and two are dedicated to the medical profession. It came from right across the community -the very rich, the professionals and the working men. It must be said that people had to feel that they were getting good value for money, and the close contact with the Working Men's Committee is an example of this. Perhaps we need to again convince the citizens of Belfast and, indeed, of Northern Ireland that this is their hospital and is worth supporting, and perhaps we can then open a new "state of the art" building by the year 2003. In concluding, I would like to express my thanks to Dr John Logan for many helpful discussions, and to Mr Norman McMullan and the staff of the RVH photographic department for so willingly taking the host of photographs.
